KH RG Karen Human Rights Group
Documenting the voices of villagers in rural Burma
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! Both the Free Burma Rangers and the Irrawaddy heperted on the death of Kaung Mya (sometimes also
written Kaung Myat). While FBR reported his detdthave been caused only by an “explosion” withrefgrence
to any actor, the Irrawaddy has attributed his li¢atan attack by the KNLA. KHRG has been unabledofirm
further details on the incident. See, “Three vileggkilled and 500 new IDPs forced to flee homeBwasna Army
launches attacks in Northern Karen State,” FrearauRangers, July 2009; “Senior Burmese Commandidky
Karen Rebels, The Irrawaddy June 2009. Accessed onlinehétp://www.irrawaddy.org/article.php?art_id=15766
on September 212009.

ZA Military Operations Command (MOC) typically casts of ten battalions. Most MOCs have three Tattic
Operations Commands (TOCs), made up of three lmattadach.

3 Villagers in Toungoo began reporting abuses by igadyga and MOC #5 at the start of 2007. Accordinghese
reports, he was responsible for orders involvingsals including forced labour, movement restricti@rbitrary
arrest of civilians and summary executidfif]he villagers didn’'t have enough food so theydh#o eat rice
porridge. The villagers have faced this problentsiiKaung Mya and MOC #5 came.sdid one Karen villager.
“He said that he hated Karen peopleFPor more on abuses carried out under orders froomgaMya, see “SPDC
spies and the campaign to control Toungoo DistriKbiRG, March 2008 and “Provoking Displacement in
Toungoo District: Forced labour, restrictions attdeks,” KHRG, May 2007.
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* For more details on the northern Karen State offenseeOne Year On: Continuing abuses in Toungoo District

KHRG, November 2006.
® Internal Displacement and International Law in E&st Burma Thailand Burma Border Consortium, October

2008, p.30.
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® See, “SPDC spies and the campaign to control Temumjstrict,” KHRG, March 2008.
" See, “IDPs, land confiscation and forced recruitniefapun District,” KHRG, July 2009 and “Livelibd
consequences of SPDC restrictions and patrols auNgiebin District,” KHRG, September 2009.
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8 For further details on movement restrictions iruigoo, see “Attacks forced labour and restrictimn$oungoo
District,” KHRG, July 2008.

9 Though long a de facto mode of operation, in 18@rma’s War Office made the “live off the land” pxy
explicit in an order to the country’s twelve RegabiCommanders. See, Andrew SelBurma’s Armed Forces:
Power Without GloryNorwalk: Eastbridge, 2002 p. 136; Mary Callah&r, kyay-zu and kyet-zu: the military in
2006,” pp. 36-53 in Monique Skidmore and Trevor il (eds.)Myanmar: The State, Community and the

EnvironmentCanberra: Asia Pacific Press, 2007 p. 46.
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Further background on the situation in Toungoo District can be found in the following KHRG
reports:

* Rural development and displacement: SPDC abuses in Toungoo District (January 2009)

« Attacks, killings and the food crisis in Toungoo District (August 2008)

« Attacks, forced labour and restrictions in Toungoo District (July 2008)

» SPDC spies and the campaign to control Toungoo District (March 2008)

« Militarisation, violence and exploitation in Toungoo District (February 2008)

« SPDC troops burn villages and step up operations against civilians in southern Toungoo
District (December 2007)

Recent photos from the area are presented in KHRG Photo Gallery 2009 and KHRG Photo
Gallery 2008. These and other KHRG reports and maps of the region can be found on the
KHRG web site at http://www.khrg.org.

10 “Burma Army Troops Rape Four Women as Abuses @agtiAgainst Villagers in Northern Karen State,” dre
Burma Rangers, August 2009.
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